[Lacosamide as an alternative in the treatment of post-surgery neuropathic pain in an allergic patient].
Neuropathic pain is a condition that is still not well understood, although it affects a significantly high percentage of the population. The main problem lies in the fact that it can become a fairly disabling pathology. The most frequent treatment is based essentially on two drugs: gabapentin and pregabalin. Other pharmaceuticals, such as antidepressants, opioids or N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor antagonists can also be employed in combination with the primary drugs. All the same, treatment remains unsatisfactory. Furthermore, it must be borne in mind that there may be patients who are allergic to the two main drugs. We report the case of a 36-year-old female with neuropathic pain secondary to surgery to correct a neurinoma in the brachial plexus, who could not be treated with gabapentin or pregabalin because of a personal history of allergy to these substances. Treatment with another drug (lacosamide), however, was very effective and displayed a very good response. Lacosamide is a third-generation antiepileptic drug that has been proven to be effective, safe and with few side effects. It has been considered a good therapeutic option for the treatment of neuropathic pain in patients who are allergic to pregabalin.